
Page 1 of 51 
 

MORTIMER 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                    
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PATHWAYS 
BOOKLET 
YEAR 9 

2011 - 2013 
Name ________________________ 
Form  ________________________ 

FEBRUARY 2011  



Page 2 of 51 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Pathways Form that accompanies this booklet should 
be completed and returned to school no later than: 

 

  MMoonnddaayy  77  MMaarrcchh  22001111   
   

SSoommee  YYeeaarr  88  ssttuuddeennttss  mmaayy  hhaavvee  aann  iinnddiivviidduuaall  iinntteerrvviieeww  wwiitthh  aa  

mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  SScchhooooll  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  TTeeaamm  ttoo  ttaallkk  aabboouutt   tthhee  cchhooiicceess  

tthheeyy  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  aanndd  ttoo  mmaakkee  ssuurree  tthhaatt   tthheeyy  wwiillll  mmaaxxiimmiissee  tthheeiirr  

ppootteenntt iiaall  aatt   tthhee  eenndd  ooff  KKeeyy  SSttaaggee  44.. 

Please note! 
There will be a Pathways Evening, held in the School Hall on: 

 

Wednesday 2 MARCH 2011 at  
3.30pm ς 6.00pm   

 

 

All parents of Year 8 students are invited to attend this 
evening, accompanied by their son/daughter. The main 
purpose of the evening is to afford parents the 
opportunity to talk to staff regarding the possible, and 
most suitable, pathway subjects for each individual 
student and to inform them of the potential implications 
for their child of the introduction, by the Government, of 
the English Baccalaureate qualification. 
 



Page 3 of 51 
 

KEY STAGE 4 QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

The subjects chosen by students could result in a number of different qualifications: 
 

¶ GCSE ς some will be ŀ ΨǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻǾŜǊ н ȅŜŀǊǎ whilst others may be 
over a period of 1 year comprising of a coursework element and final exams.  
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŀǘ Ψ!Ω [ŜǾŜƭ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
study it at GCSE rather than BTEC. 

 

¶ Edexcel BTEC First Qualifications ς these are offered at 3 Levels: 
Level 2 Certificate    -  15 Credits 

 Level 2 Extended Certificate  - 30 Credits  
 Level 2 Diploma    -  60 Credits 

They are designed to provide specialist work-related qualifications in a range of 
sectors.  They give students the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to 
prepare for employment.  On completion of a BTEC First Qualification, students can 
progress to employment or continue their study in the same, or related, vocational 
area.  Alternatively students may choose to study a BTEC qualification alongside 
more traditional subjects in order to ensure a broad, balanced curriculum, in which 
all future options are available.  Assessment in BTEC qualifications is through 
assignment work.    

 

¶ NEW 14 ς 19 DIPOLMAS ς at Level 2 in Engineering and Creative & Media 
Diplomas (worth 7 GCSEs) will be available to students with strong 
Mathematical and English skills.  These qualifications will be delivered in 
conjunction with South Tyneside College and local business partners.  (Please 
read the enclosed information and there will be a separate presentation at 
the Pathways Evening for those who require more details). 

 

¶ ADULT LITERACY/ADULT NUMERACY ς these qualifications are either an 
alternative or complimentary to GCSEs in Maths and English.  Tests are taken 
άƻƴ ǎŎǊŜŜƴέ ŀǘ [ŜǾŜƭǎ м ƻǊ н ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘhe Exam Board are virtually 
instant. 

 
In addition to the subject choices appearing in this booklet some students will be 
offered additional skills-based examinations in subjects such as, First Aid, Food 
Safety in Catering, Asdan and ICT ECDL, to supplement their qualifications. 
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THE TWO YEARS OF KEY STAGE 4 

 

Students now have a 2 year Key Stage 3 and a 3 year Key Stage 4 in line with practice 
in other high performing schools in the SSAT. 
 
 

Coursework achieved at target grade or above = good grade at GCSE or BTEC 
 

Good attendance (95% or above) at school = good grades at GCSE or BTEC 
 

Throughout Key Stage 4, you will receive regular reports giving details of: 
 

¶ Target Grades ς what the student should get based on data 

¶ MISA Grades ς the expected grade the student would get on current 
performance 

¶ Aiming High Grades ς how hard the student is trying 

¶ Examination Grades 

¶ Coursework Grades 

¶ Attendance and Punctuality 
 
 

So a regular check can be made on progress so far, and is the student 
performing at target grade or better?  Failure to keep up to date with 
coursework may result in your son/daughter having to repeat a Year and 
for this reason......... 
 
 

THE SCHOOL WILL NOT AUTHORISE HOLIDAYS  
DURING TERM TIME 

 

Remember good attendance = GOOD GRADES 
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CHOOSING THE OPTIONAL SUBJECT 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
It is important that you choose the subject and not the teacher since you may not get 
the same teacher as you have had previously for that subject.  Your teachers will 
help to guide you in this choice. 
 
You should start NOW to give serious consideration to your choice of pathways 
subjects.  Talk it over with your parents, guidance teachers, subject teachers, form 
tutors and Raising Achievement Leader. 
 

1. Pathway Booklets are issued to students and parents as a basis for discussion 
and guidance between student, parent and school. 

 
2. Pathways Evening to be held on Wednesday 2 MARCH 2011 for parents and 

students to talk to members of each department for individual advice on the 
suitability of likely subject choice. 

 
3. Pathway forms to be returned to school no later than: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Subjects should be chosen for 3 main reasons: 
 

1. because you are better at certain subjects; 

certain subjects are only available to pupils with 
the necessary aptitude and skills 

 

2. because you are interested in, and enjoy a certain 

subject 
 

3. because certain subjects may be useful to you in 

an intended career, training or course of study 
such as those included in the English 
Baccalaureate 

 
 

 
 

 

 

MMoonnddaayy  77  MMAARRCCHH  22001111                     
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4. Each form is read by the Raising Achievement Leader to check whether an 
appropriate choice has been made. 

 
5. Where an inappropriate choice has been made, or it has not been possible to 

accommodate the choices made, alternative subject choices are 
communicated to parents for confirmation after discussion with the student. 

 
6. Choices are finalised and published so that students know which courses to 

begin in June 2011.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

NNN...BBB...      OOOnnnccceee   ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss   hhhaaavvveee   mmmaaadddeee      

ttthhhiiisss   fff iiinnnaaalll   ssseeellleeecccttt iiiooonnn   aaannnddd   iiittt    hhhaaasss   bbbeeeeeennn      

aaagggrrreeeeeeddd,,,   iiittt    iiisss   rrraaarrreeelllyyy   pppooossssssiiibbbllleee      

tttooo   aaalllttteeerrr   ttthhhiiisss   ccchhhoooiiiccceee   
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THE ELEMENTS OF KEY STAGE 4 
 
Qualification requirements at Key Stage 4 vary from subject to subject as can be seen 
by scanning the subject guide at the back of this booklet.  However, certain key 
elements can be expected in most subjects. 
  

a) Coursework Projects / Assignments 
 
These are usually compulsory pieces of work which have to be completed within a 
set time.  It is important that parents and students fully appreciate what is involved 
and the set deadlines.  14 ς 19 Diplomas require an extended school day when 
students attend South Tyneside College. 
 

RREEMMEEMMBBEERR  !!   

  GGOOOODD  CCOOUURRSSEEWWOORRKK  ==  GGOOOODD  GGRRAADDEESS  

 
b) Tests and Examinations 

 
Some subjects will test students at the end of a module of coursework throughout 
Years 9, 10 and 11 and this work will go towards their examination results.  End of 
ǘŜǊƳ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜȄŀƳ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ  
! ΨƳƻŎƪΩ ƻǊ ǘǊƛŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǳǘǳƳƴ ¢ŜǊƳ 
prior to the final exam board assessment in the final term of the year.       
 
In certain core subjects such as Maths and English, some students will even be 
entered for their final exams a year early, at the end of Year 10. 

RREEMMEEMMBBEERR  !!   

GGOOOODD  RREEVVIISSIIOONN  ==  GGOOOODD  GGRRAADDEESS    
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RAISING ACHIEVEMENT & 
TRANSFORMING LEARNING 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Raising Achievement and transforming learning is a real and positive partnership 
between the School, Parents and Student, which exists solely to ensure that every 
student in Key Stage 4 fulfils their academic potential by the end of Year 11. 
 
The partnership involves providing students with targets and giving frequent 
ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴκŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ 
 
A rigorous tracking system, operated by Learning Directors, Raising Achievement 
Leaders and the Leadership Team of the school, operates throughout Key Stage 4 and 
enables the school to carefully target support in the areas most in need. 
 
Support might be offered in the form of personalised intervention as well as help 
with revision and learning styles. 
 
 

The Raising Achievement and Transforming Learning Partnership 
only works if all three stakeholders work together in a positive 

and mutually supportive manner.  Your son or daughter is 
guaranteed our support and we look forward to working with you 

to ensure your child achieves their full potential. 

 
 

 
Failure is not an option at Mortimer Community College. 

 

SSStttuuudddeeennnttt  

PPPaaarrr eeennnttt

sss      
SSSccchhhoooooolll 

===         SSSuuucccccceeessssss   
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   OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
  

 
!Ǌǘ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ άCƛƴŜ !Ǌǘέ 
Assessment and Qualifications Alliance  
Coursework: 60% 
Final Examination: 40% 
 
 

 
A course in Art and Design will develop within any student, 
creative and technical skills at a personal level.  The course 
encourages students to express and communicate their ideas and 

feelings through project based themes.  Architecture, fashion and industrial design, photography, 
advertising, theatre and television are only a few of the many careers linked directly with Art/Design 
skill. 
 
Even without career intentions, this course can help students by developing interests and skills that 
may be put to use in leisure activities later in life. 
 
Students must be prepared to do a large amount of work at home.  They will need a homework kit 
consisting of: 
 
Coloured pencils, water based paints, shading pencils, a black fine liner, rubber, Pritt stick, scissors 
and coloured pens. A Sketchbook will be provided for each module of work by the Art department. 
 
The coursework element of the course consists of 2 modules of work. Each module will involve the 
gathering of research work and the development of ideas through experimentation of a variety of 
media and techniques. Students will then produce a final response which can be realised in a variety 
of media including paint, clay, fashion, sculpture or textiles. Students are issued with an exam topic in 
January and a 10 hour examination will be sat in April in which they produce a response to their 
chosen topic. 
 
A visit to a gallery, museum, exhibition or college will be made when appropriate. Recent trips have 
included White House Farm and Tynemouth Sea Life Centre and these are used to collate research 
which students can use for inspiration in the classroom. 
 
GCSE Art is geared towards higher ability art and design students who are confident to explore and 
develop their work and are happy to work independently at a high level. 
 
 
 
Further details may be obtained from Miss L Rule, Leader of Learning. 
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BTEC Art and Design               OPTIONAL SUBJECT  

Edexcel 
Level 2 BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in 
Art & Design  
180 Guided Learning Hours 
Coursework: 100% 
 
                                                                                                                             
A BTEC course in Art and Design will encourage 
students who enjoy creating art to develop their 
skills through experimentation with traditional 
mediums following a more structured and guided 
lesson than in GCSE Art. Students will gain 
knowledge of how to use industry standard design 
software and gain a greater understanding of art history. They will learn how to conduct individual 
research, take part in group discussions and where appropriate, visit galleries to help develop their 
work. 
 
The course consists of four units of work, which are completed over the one year period.  They are: 
 
Unit 1:  Contextual References in Art and Design              
Unit 2:   2D Visual Communication  
Unit 3:  3D Visual Communication 
Unit 13:           Working with Visual Arts Briefs 
  
It is important that students have a strong interest and good technical skills in Art and Design; they 
will be expected to do a large amount of work at home and have the ability to conduct individual 

research on artists/art movements as well as work in groups to help 
develop ideas for their own projects.  
 
Upon successful completion of the course, students are able to enter 
employment at a junior level, in areas such as graphics, interior design and 
web design. The course also allows access to several higher education 
qualifications. 
 

 
Further details may be obtained from Mr K Olsen, Leader of Learning of Art. 
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BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Business Studies                       OPTIONAL  

Course Duration: One Year 
180 Guided Learning Hours 
100% Coursework 
 
AWARDS 
 
× Successful completion of this qualification is the equivalent to 2 GCSEs 
× Awards can be gained at Pass, Merit and Distinction 
× You can gain the equivalent of Grade A* to C at GCSE level 

 
This is a continuously assessed course requiring consistent commitment ς the good news though, no 
final written examinations. 
 

CONTENT 
 
The BTEC Business Course is assessed on the completion of three modules of work: 
 
× Exploring Business Purpose 
× Developing Customer Relations 
× Starting a Small Business 

 
It will involve classroom studies; extensive use of ICT and after school personal research. 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
 
!ǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ D/{9 DǊŀŘŜ Ψ/Ω ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴ ƻrder to gain a final 
ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƎǊŀŘŜ Ψ/Ω level in Maths and English. 
 
This course will involve group work, educational visits and individual learning.  It will be useful for 
students who may wish to start up their own business or want to further their learning at College or 
University. 
 
It is also a good foundation for further courses in Business Studies, Economics and Accounting. 
 
 
Further details may be obtained from Mr. L. Freeburn, Learning Director of Business Studies 
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GCSE Dance: = 1 GCSE 
GCSE Dance focuses on the aesthetic and artistic qualities of dance and the use of dance movement 
as a medium of communication and expression in the performance, creation and appreciation of 
dance. 
 
The Course will enable the pupils to develop knowledge, skills and understanding in the key areas of 
performance, appreciation and choreography.  It aims to promote:- 
 
Á Wider knowledge of dance styles 
Á Understanding of the skill needed for performance work 
Á Knowledge of composition techniques 
Á Life skills e.g. 

o decision making 
o critical and creative thinking 
o aesthetic sensitivity 
o an ability to co-operate with others 

 
The Course is divided into 4 units of work ς  

¶ Unit 1 (20%) ς Written paper ς 1 hour long ς  Critical Appreciation of Dance 

¶ Unit 2 (20%) - Set Dance  

¶ Unit 3 (20%)- Performance in a duo or group dance 

¶ Unit 4a (15%) ς Solo Composition 

¶ Unit 4b (25%) ς Solo/duet/group Choreography  
 
Students must submit work for all areas of the course in order to qualify for a grade.   
 

¶ Results in 2010 were at an all time high of 84% Pass rate of dance students achieving a 
grade A*-C! 

¶ Most Students achieved their target grade 

¶ aŀƴȅ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ 5ŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ !ǊǘΩǎ ƛƴ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 

BTEC Dance: = 2 GCSEs  

The qualification will provide you with a broad foundation which will help enable you to proceed into 
further training or education, or to consider employment in the performing arts world. The course 
aims to give you an understanding of what a career in the performing arts world can entail, from 
business to performance, and it enables both a practical and theoretical exploration of the various 
elements of dance. 
 
The structure of the course allows you to focus on your talents and interests and explore new areas, 
such as musical theatre, contemporary dance or the performing arts business. 
 
Further details may be obtained from Ms Olsen 

¶ Results in 2010 were at an all time high of 84% Pass rate of dance students achieving a 
grade A*-C! 

¶ Most Students achieved their target grade 

¶ aŀƴȅ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ 5ŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ !ǊǘΩǎ ƛƴ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
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What is the BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Performing Arts (Dance) 
 
The qualification will provide you with a broad foundation which will help you to proceed into further 
training or education, or to consider employment in the performing arts world. The course aims to 
give you an understanding of what a career in the performing arts world can entail, from business to 
performance, and it enables both a practical and theoretical exploration of the various elements of 
dance. 
 
The qualification consists of one core unit plus a choice of specialist units totalling 180 guided 
learning hours. The structure of the course allows you to focus on your talents and interests and 
explore new areas, such as musical theatre, contemporary dance or the performing arts business. 
 
 

Where will this qualification take me? 
 
Employment opportunities 
Following completion of the BTEC First Certificate in Performing Arts (Dance), successful candidates 
may be able to enter into employment, at a junior level, in such careers as an entertainer, dancer or 
stage manager. 
 
 
 

Further vocational and academic qualifications 
 
The achievement of the BTEC First Certificate has the equivalence of 2 GCSEs graded A*-C. If you 
achieve an overall pass grade or better in the BTEC First Certificate in Performing Arts (Dance), it is 
possible for you to progress further to the BTEC First Diploma in Performing Arts (Dance), or to enrol 
on another Level 2 programme, such as a relevant NVQ, or to move on to a higher level qualification 
such as a Level 3 BTEC National Certificate specialising in your preferred field 
 
 
 
Further details may be obtained from Ms Olsen 
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Written Coursework: 20% 
Practical Coursework: 40% 
Final Practical Examination: 40% 
 
As well as acquiring the skills involved in creating and performing Drama, students also acquire skills 
in working with others, problem solving and communication.  Drama helps develop self confidence 
and prepares young people to deal with a range of different situations.  Drama helps students 
develop skills valued by employers. 
  
Whenever possible students are given the opportunity to visit the theatre and develop an 
appreciation of the work of professional artists. 
 
The course is organised as follows: 
 

Unit 1: Drama Exploration-  
Internally assessed under controlled conditions 
Six-hour practical exploration 
Documentary response 

Unit 2: Exploring Play Texts 
Internally assessed under controlled conditions 
Six-hour practical exploration of the play text 
Documentary response to practical exploration  
Documentary response to live theatre 
Unit 3: Drama Performance 
Externally assessed under controlled conditions 
Students will present their work as either performers or performance support students in a 
performance to a visiting examiner. 
 
This is a GCSE course that will take place over the course of one academic year. Students must be 
committed to meeting deadlines and to attending after school rehearsal classes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last year 94% of candidates achieved grades A* to C 
on this course with most achieving above their 

predicted grade 
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There are several examinations on offer this year: 
System and Control  
Engineering Single Award 
Engineering Double Award 
Engineering Diploma  

 
Systems and Control 

This specification has been designed to encourage candidates to be able to design and make systems 
with creativity and originality, using a range of electronic and mechanical components. Candidates 
will be enthused and challenged by the range of practical activities possible. This is a 1 year course 
with candidates carrying out focused practical tasks in order to gain practical experience for their 
major project.  

 
The major project is set by the examination board with candidates being allowed to select their own 
from a given list.  In the past most candidates have selected an animated point of Sale Display that 
enables them to apply their Electronics, Mechanical and Computer Control knowledge to a practical 
situation. 
 

Unit 1 ï  Written Paper (45651) 40% of total marks     

2 hours   120 marks 

Candidates answer all questions in two sections 
 

 

Unit 2 ï  Design and Making controlled assessment (45652) 

60% of total marks 

Approximately 45 hours 

90 marks 

Consists of a single design and make activity from a range of board set tasks 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examination Results: this is a very high achieving 

course with 85% to 95% of candidates  

achieving grades A* to C 
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Engineering Single Award 
 

This is a Single Award GCSE Course that gives the candidate an insight into the world 
of the Design Engineer as well as the workshop practitioner. 

 
The components of this one year course are: 
 
× An examination  
× A Design  module 
× A manufacturing module 
× The examination tests general engineering knowledge that will be taught through visits to 

engineering companies theory and practical work. 
× The Design folder gives the candidate the opportunity to work with a client from out of 

school. The candidates will be expected to present their work to their client at critical stages 
in the process.  

× The manufacturing section will give the candidate the opportunity to produce production 
plans as well as experiencing such workshop activities as Drilling and Tapping, Marking off, 
Filing and Turning using a centre lathe. They will be expected to read an Engineering Drawing 
in order to produce the product. 

 

Assessment 

Unit 1 ï  Written Paper 40% of total marks     

1 hour   75 marks 
 

Unit 2 ï  Design and Making controlled Assessment 

60% of total marks 

Approximately 45 hours 

90 marks 

Consists of a single design and make activity from a range of board set tasks 
 
The results for the Engineering course are good with one of our students being one of the top five 
candidates in the country a few years ago.  
 
 
For further information contact Miss A Shaw, Leader of Learning.
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Engineering Double Award 

 

This is a Double Award GCSE Course that gives the candidate an insight into the 
world of the Design Engineer as well as the workshop practitioner. The course is 
taught over two years, and will have to be chosen in two option blocks.  

 
The components are: 
 
× Two examinations 
× Two controlled assessment tasks 
× The examination tests general engineering knowledge that will be taught through visits to 

engineering companies theory and practical work. 
× The Design folder gives the candidate the opportunity to work with a client from out of 

school. The candidates will be expected to present their work to their client at critical stages 
in the process.  

× The manufacturing section will give the candidate the opportunity to produce production 
plans as well as experiencing such workshop activities as Drilling and Tapping, Marking off, 
Filing and Turning using a centre lathe. They will be expected to read an engineering drawing 
in order to produce the product. 

 

Assessment 

Unit 1 & 3 ï  Written Paper 40% of total marks     

1 hour   75 marks 
 

Unit 2 & 4 ï  Design and Making controlled Assessment 

60% of total marks 

Approximately 45 hours 

90 marks 

Consists of two single design and make activities from a range of board set tasks 

 
This course will be taught over two years, and will take two option choices.  
 
For further information contact Miss A Shaw, Leader of Learning. 
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The Diploma 
¶ The Diploma will be taught at South Tyneside College and Mortimer Community College. 

¶ There are 8 units of work to be completed over a two year period.  

¶ Most of the units involve visiting different engineering companies as well as having visiting 
engineers giving support to the academic work.  

¶ Some units cover theory whilst others are purely practical.  All units however have to be 
recorded in some way as evidence for your academic record. 

 

What are the Diplomas? 
This is a new and exciting way to gain good qualifications that should enable the successful candidate 
to gain employment in the Engineering Sector. 

 
What do Diplomas include? 
Diplomas consist of three components: 

 
¶ Principle Learning ς is a stand-alone qualification which is sector related, focusing on 

developing: 
 

o Knowledge, understanding and skills which are relevant to the chosen sector and 
applying these to work-based situations.  It emphasises learning through the practical 
application of knowledge, understanding and skills to relevant work experience and 
work related tasks, problems and contexts. 

 

¶ Generic Learning ς consists of functional skills in: 
 

Á Mathematics 
Á English 
Á ICT 
Á Personal Learning and Thinking Skills 
Á A Project 
Á Work Experience 

 

¶ Personal Learning and Thinking Skills ς is a stand-alone qualification.  Opportunities to 
develop personal, learning and thinking skills will be embedded throughout the Principal 
Learning for Diplomas, and will be assessed as part of these qualifications.  Generic Skills are 
integrated into and reinforced within the Principal Learning.  This means that the Principal 
Learning assessments will include opportunities for learners to achieve the personal, learning 
and thinking skills.  The Diplomas provide opportunities for learners to develop and apply 
functional skills and personal, learning and thinking skills within sector-related contexts.  
Further opportunities for learners to demonstrate these skills may also be offered in the 
project and in the work experience. 
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Summary of the Diploma 
 
The Diploma is a qualification for a person who wants to gain qualifications that will be an alternative 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ D/{9ΩǎΦ   
 
The Engineering Diploma will give the candidate the opportunity to study 8 different Engineering 
units and within these units various skills will be tested and assessed. 
 
Tƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ D/{9Ωǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ōŀǎŜŘ 
whereas studying the Diploma you will be doing practical work at school and South Tyneside College, 
visiting Engineering Companies and interviewing professional engineers. 
 
You will be expected the produce reports and presentations using ICT. All the skills you use in 
producing these reports are called generic and will be assessed as you progress through the units. 
 
You will have to choose this option over two years. 
 
 
                 

 

YOUNG APPRENTICESHIP SCHEME 
 
 
Students will be given the opportunity to apply for a place on the Government Funded Young 
Apprentice Scheme at South Tyneside College providing Level 5 has been achieved in Science, 
Mathematics and English and successfully student will have to pass an interview. 
 
This is a two year college course that gives the student four equivalent GCSE qualifications as well as 
completing the first two years of the Modern Apprentice Scheme. 
 
In Year 11 the students will study Unit 2 of the course.  This consists of acting out the role of a 
workshop engineer where they are expected to manufacture a product from a series of engineering 
drawings.  The students will have to produce a series of planning sheets that demonstrates their 
understanding of engineering drawings. 
 
Various visits to engineering companies will allow the students to observe aspects of engineering 
such as Robotics and CIM. 
 
Visiting engineers will give the students an insight of the industry and the employment opportunities 
within Engineering/Manufacturing. 
 
 
 

Further details may be obtained from Miss A Shaw, Leader of Learning.  
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                                                                                                                     COMPULSORY SUBJECT 
 

Edexcel GCSE English Language and Literature  
2 year programme (Set 1) 
 
Competence in English continues to be necessary for entry into many training schemes and courses 
(both academic and vocational) and remains one of the key criteria employers apply in the selection 
of potential employees.  9ƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀ ά/έ DǊŀŘŜ ƻǊ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǘ D/{9 ŦƻǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ 
 
Students at Mortimer Community College take their GCSE English Double Award in Years 9 & 10 and 
if they are successful in obtaining their target grade or above they can enter Year 11 already with 
ǘƘŜƛǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ D/{9 ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōƻƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ 
have an impact on college interviews in Year 11 also. 
 
Students who do achieve their grade can progress onto GCSE Media which offers them the 
opportunity to gain an additional communications GCSE. 
 

Structure: 
 
  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

 
 
   

Further details may be obtained 
from Mrs. Barrett, Leader of 
Learning. 
 

Year 1 
 
Unit 1 English Today controlled assessment 
Two tasks on non-fiction materials  
Reading question     
Writing Question 
 
¦ƴƛǘ н [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ¢ƘŜ ²ǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ±ƻƛŎŜ 
examination 
Response to a Different Cultures novel 
Writing task 
 
Unit 2 Literature Understanding Prose 
examination 
Response to a Different Cultures novel   
Response to a Literary Heritage novel 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 
 
Unit 2 Literature Understanding Poetry 
examination 
Response to an unseen poem  
Response to two seen poems 
 
Unit 3 Language Spoken Language controlled 
assessment 
Three Speaking and Listening tasks 
One spoken language study  
One Writing task 
 
Unit 3 Literature Shakespeare and Contemporary 
Drama controlled assessment 
Choice of tasks set by the exam board   
focusing on theme, relationships and  performance. 
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                                                                                                                     COMPULSORY SUBJECT 

Edexcel GCSE English Single Award 
1 year programme. 
 

Competence in English continues to be necessary for entry into many training schemes and courses 
(both academic and vocational) and remains one of the key criteria employers apply in the selection 
of potential employees.  9ƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀ ά/έ DǊŀŘŜ ƻǊ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǘ D/{9 ŦƻǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ 
 
Students at Mortimer Community College take their GCSE English in Year 9 or year 10 depending on 
their progress at KS3. If they are successful in obtaining their target grade or above they can enter 
¸ŜŀǊ мм ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ D/{9 ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōƻƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
confidence and can have an impact on college interviews in Year 11 also. 
 
Students who do achieve their grade can progress onto GCSE Media which offers them the 
opportunity to gain an additional communications GCSE. 
 
 
: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Further details may be obtained from Mrs. Barrett, 
Leader of Learning   

 
 

 

Structure: 
 
Unit 1 English Today controlled assessment 
Two tasks on non-fiction materials  
Reading question     
Writing Question  
 
¦ƴƛǘ н ¢ƘŜ ²ǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ /ǊŀŦǘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
Response to a Different Cultures novel 
Response to a Shakespeare play   
Writing task 
 
Unit 3 Creative English controlled assessment 
3 Speaking & Listening Tasks    
Response to poetry Writing Task 
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This department is able to offer a range of qualifications. 
 

AQA GCSE Food Technology Full Course 
 
The successful candidate will achieve 1 GCSE.  This is combined with a Level 2 certificate in Food 
Safety which gives the equivalent of ½ GCSE. Therefore, if successful the student will gain 1 ½ GCSE in 
total. 
 

Edexcel BTEC Level 2 Award in Home Cooking Skills 
 
The successful candidate will be awarded a Level 2 certificate in Home Cooking Skills which is 
equivalent to ½ GCSE. 
 
This qualification will be combined with a Level 2 certificate in Food Safety in Catering, equivalent to 
½ GCSE. 
 

What are these courses about? 
 

AQA GCSE Food Technology 
 
Students are given lots of opportunities to demonstrate their creativity while designing and making 
food products. 
Much of the theory content is taught in a creative and practical way. 
 

Subject Content 
 
Designing Skills:  
Students are given the opportunity to:- 
× Be creative 
× Design products to meet the needs of clients and customers 
× Analyse and evaluate existing products 
× Consider moral, cultural and environmental issues 
× Consider health and safety  
× Reflect on and evaluate their ideas and proposals 
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Making:  
We have a strong emphasis on practical skills, covering the basic methods of cooking.  Students are 
taught to: 
 
× Produce quality products 
× Work accurately, using tools and equipment correctly and safely 
× Test, modify and evaluate their products 
× Work as part of a team 

 

Knowledge and Understanding: 
× Students build upon work covered at KS3 to develop a working knowledge of a wide range of 

materials, ingredients and processes 
× They will learn about the nutritional properties of food 
× Understand the properties of food, and consider how they react when they are combined 

together 
 
× Consider the safe storage of food ingredients and food products 

 
× Understand the different commercial methods of food production 

 
Further details may be obtained from Mrs K Barclay, Leader of Learning.  
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BTEC LEVEL 2 AWARD IN HOME COOKING SKILLS 
 
The aim of this qualification is to give young people the basic skills, knowledge and understanding to 
be able to cook for themselves in a healthy and cost-effective way, and to have the confidence to 
share these skills with friends and family. 
 
There is a strong emphasis on practical work. 
 
Learners will gain understanding of how to economise when planning meals to cook at home. 
Students will be encouraged to transfer skills learnt to other recipes and to inspire others by passing 
on their skills. 
 
The qualification is based on the proposal that being able to cook is an essential life skill which 
empowers people to make changes that have benefits to health and wellbeing. It has been developed 
in partnership with Jamie Oliver Ltd. 
 
In order to pass this unit the learner presents evidence for assessment which demonstrates that they 
can meet all the learning outcomes. 
 
Learning Outcomes; 

1. Be able to plan nutritious meals using basic ingredients. 

2. Be able to prepare, cook and present a nutritious meal using basic ingredients 

3. Understand how to cook economically 

4. Be able to pass on information about cooking meals from scratch. 

 
 

Further details may be obtained from Mrs K Barclay, Leader of Learning. 
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This course is offered through Chartered Institute of Environmental Health. 
Throughout the course students cover the following topics: 
 

¶ Personal hygiene 

¶ Prevention of contamination that causes food poisoning 

¶ Safe food handling 

¶ Safe storage of food 

¶ Preservation ς including chilling and freezing 

This course is recognised by employers in the food industry and is an excellent starting point for 
those seeking both part-time and full time employment in this industry. 
 
 
 
 
 

Further details may be obtained from Mrs K Barclay, Leader of Learning. 
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 Optional subject 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                         
                                                          AQA Specification A  
 
Unit 1 ς Physical Geography written paper 37.5% 
Unit 2 ς Human Geography written paper 37.5% 
Unit 3 ς Local Fieldwork Investigation 
Controlled assessment 25% 
 

Geographers can: Geographers are: 

Make a concise report Good communicators 

Handle data Spatially aware 

Ask questions and find answers Socially, economically aware 

Make decisions about an issue Problem solvers 

Analyse material Good team players 

Organise themselves Computer literate 

Think carefully & independently Well rounded, flexible thinkers 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Further details may be obtained from Mr D Lauderdale, Leader of Learning. 

 What are the different 
environments like and 

where are they found? 

 
é.Why do different 
people have different 

views about how to use 

the environment? 

 é.How can the world 
be made a better place 

for everyone? 

 é..What are the 
important questions, 

issues and problems 

we are facing? 

 éHow should 
the natural world 
be protected and 

resources 

conserved? 

 
Why are there 

different living 

standards around 

the world? 

Geography is part of the English Baccalaureate qualification. Only students 
who achieve a grade C or above at GCSE in English, Mathematics, Science, a 
Modern Foreign Language, as well as History or Geography will receive this 
qualification which may become a  requirement for many universities  
including the Russell Group. 
 
Due to the sophisticated content of this course, we recommend that in year 
9, only students who are in sets one or two for English should consider 
Geography. 
 
In year 10, a good standard of English is required in order to gain the most 
from this course.  
 
The GCSE Geography course will run over a one year period. 
Use the U-Explore section on the school website to find out what 
Geography can offer you. 

Unit 1 Topics ς Summer exam 
You answer 3 of the following 
¶ The Restless Earth 

¶ Rocks, Resources and 
Scenery 

¶ Challenge of Weather and 
Climate 

¶ Living World 

¶ Water of the land 

¶ Ice on the land 

¶ The Coastal Zone 

Unit 2 Topics ς Summer exam 
You answer 3 of the following 
¶ Population Change 

¶ Changing Urban 
Environments 

¶ Changing Rural 
Environments 

¶ The Development Gap 

¶ Globalisation 

¶ Tourism 

Unit 3 
Pupils are expected to conduct a 
written assessment of 

approximately 2000 words. Pupils 
will collect primary data and try to 
interpret and evaluate their 
findings. Pupils will have a 
maximum of 20hours to complete 
the task. 
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BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care 
 

The BTEC qualification allows students to study a course which is based on realistic workplace 
situations.  This qualification is the equivalent to 2 GCSEs grades A*- C.  
 
What is the Level 2 BTEC Diploma in Health and Social Care? 
The qualification will give you the knowledge, understanding and competency needed when 
considering entering employment in the health and social care sector.  You will gain grounding in the 
essential skills and broad fundamentals crucial to this area of study, giving you the opportunity to 
build on these afterwards by undertaking another Level 2 qualification, or to progress to a 
qualification at Level 3, or to enter into your first job within this sector. 
 
What is the course structure?  
The course is a one year course which is designed to enable you to study other subjects alongside the 
BTEC. The course consists of four mandatory and four optional units.  
 
Mandatory Units:  

Unit 1: Communication in Health and Social Care 
Unit 2: Individual Rights in Health and Social Care  
Unit 3: Individual Needs in Health and Social Care 
Unit 4: Securing Environments in Health and Social Care  
 

Optional Units: 
Unit 8: Human Lifespan Development 
 

Each unit of work is internally assessed through coursework. The coursework is designed to both 
ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ /ƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƎǊŀŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
form of Pass, Merit, Distinction and Distinction*. 
 
Unit content 
In each unit students will have to cover a range of different topics each unitΩs content will be based 
around the unit title. Students will participate in a range of different activities to help them to 
understand the content.  
 
Mandatory Units 
 
Unit 1: Communication in Health and Social Care  
In this unit you will learn about the key principals involved in communication, forms of 
communication including verbal, non verbal, formal and informal. Barriers that clients could face 
when trying to communicate e.g. disabilities, cultural differences and language.   How to overcome 
communication problems using alternative methods e.g Braille, sign language and technology. 
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Unit2: Individual rights in Health and Social Care 
Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ Ǌights which cover ethics, discrimination and discriminatory 
practice. You will also learn about social and political factors that influence opportunities.  
 
Unit 3: Individual Needs in Health and Social Care 
In this unit you will learn about the needs of an individual person, factors that can affect health e.g. 
drugs, alcohol, exercise, smoking, diet and sexual practice. You will also learn how to produce a 
health improvement plan for clients and the resources that could be used to support the client 
through the improvement of their lifestyle.  
 
Unit 4: Securing Environments in Health and Social Care 
In this unit you will learn about the health and safety issues that arise in Health and Social Care 
settings. The topics covered include: How to carry out a risk assessment, identify hazards and using 
appropriate health and safety legislation. 
 
Optional Unit  
Unit 8: Human Lifespan Development 
In this unit you will learn about life cycles, factors influencing human development, socio-economics, 
self-awareness and producing care plans for a client. 
 
Some topics covered require a mature, sensible and adult like approach. 
 
Further details can be obtained from Miss N Best, Area Leader for Health and Social Care or  
Mrs J Ward, Assistant Head Teacher. 
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                                OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
 
 

Assessment and Qualifications Alliance 
Final Examination:  75%  
(Paper 1 & Paper 2) 
Coursework:   25% 
History is part of the English Baccalaureate qualification. Only 
students who achieve a grade C or above at GCSE in English, 
Mathematics, Science, a Modern Foreign Language, as well as 
History or Geography will receive this qualification which is 
now a requirement for many universities including the Russell Group. Students who wish to pursue a 
career in a traditional profession such as Law, Accountancy, Medicine, Teaching and Politics should 
seriously consider taking the baccalaureate route. 
 
Students going into Year 9:  
Owing to the sophisticated subject content and the fact that all students (regardless of their ability) 
must sit the same examination papers, we recommend that only students who have a current 
English level of 5.5 or above, and are in set 1 or 2  for English opt for History in year 9.  
 
Students going into Year 10: 
A good standard of English is required to gain most from this course. You should be aware that 
there are no tiered papers offered and all students must sit the same examination papers. Owing 
to this, students who have a MISA in English that is below a level 5.5 may find this subject more 
difficult.  
 
History will help students gain an understanding of the world we live in today.  During the course 
students will learn why important events in the 20th Century happened and what it was like to live in 
difficult times.  A qualification in History impresses prospective employers because students will have 
developed important skills such as problem solving, using evidence and recognising and 
understanding different points of view.   
 
TOPICS COVERED 
 

× Britain in the First World War and Second World War (Coursework) 
× Germany 1918 ς 1939 ( Weimar Germany,  Hitler and the Nazi Party) 
× Vietnam 
× Events leading to World War One 
× The Treaty of Versailles 
× The League of Nations 
× Events leading to World War Two 
 

WRITTEN COURSEWORK: 25% (controlled assessment) There are two written coursework 
assignments totalling approximately 30000 words. 

 
Further details may be obtained from Miss L Daulby, Leader of Learning. 
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CREATIVE iMEDIA 
OCR Level 2 Certificate in Creative iMedia 
 
For the last three years we have been offering an OCR Level 2 Certificate in iMedia which is 
equivalent to a single GCSE at grade B. On average over the last three years 88% of the students 
whom opted to study the course have passed it successfully. This year the single award iMedia course 
has been replaced with a double award Creative iMedia course, it is our hope that this success will 
continue. 
 
The UK excels in creative media and as an industry it is growing at twice the rate of the economy as a 
whole. If you are passionate about getting creative with ICT, then Creative iMedia is for you.  
 
Creative iMedia blends the disciplines of Design, Art and ICT through exciting and innovative projects. 
It is a popular option choice with over sixty students selecting to study it each year.  The subject 
focuses on the new emerging digital technologies.  Students gain knowledge and understanding of 
graphics, film, photography, sound and animation.  
 
We have fabulous industry standard facilities and resources.  They are: 
 
× 25+ Dual Boot Apple iMac Computers 
× HDD Video Cameras 
× 8.1 Megapixel Digital Cameras 
× Professional Lighting Equipment 
× Software Applications including Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Flash, Adobe Premiere, iMovie, 

iPhoto, Logic, and Garageband. 
 
Typical projects: 
To produce a promotional video or commercial for a product or service. 
To produce an advertisement for a local attraction, using a digital image/graphic. 
To produce a piece of animation to educate young people about a topical issue. 
 
Assessment: 
An OCR Level 2 Certificate in Creative iMedia is an industry standard qualification that can be studied 
at anytime during ones career. Creative iMedia is all coursework based with no external exam. The 
course is studied over two years, five hours per week. Students either pass or fail the course, 
consequently it is recommended that if you wish to study Creative iMedia you should check if you 
are capable of gaining C in GCSE English so that you can cope with the written content of the 
course. 
 
  
For further details please contact Mr J Boyle, Leader of Learning for Creative Design or visit 
www.imedia.ocr.org.uk. 
 
 
 

http://www.imedia.ocr.org.uk/
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Edexcel Level 2 Diploma in Creative & Media 
 
The Diploma is an exciting qualification that allows you to explore and develop your knowledge, skills 
and understanding of the creative and media industries. 
 
The creative and media industry encompasses a huge range of companies that do very different 
things, from broadcast journalism or theatre production to computer graphics or music technology.  
In the UK there are around 945,000 people working in the creative and cultural industry.  Since 1991 
there are 55% more musicians, 60% more artists, 40% more actors and a massive 400% more people 
working in digital media. 
 
The Level 2 Diploma is worth 7 GCSEs.  It will be taught over six hours per week; three hours at South 
Tyneside College from 1pm till 4 pm and three hours at Mortimer in a double and single lesson. 
 
The Diploma is made up of three elements.  You will have to pass all three to achieve your 
qualifications.  They are: Principal Learning, Generic Learning and Additional Learning.   
 
Principal Learning 
Students will study various disciplines through their Principal Learning including:- 
 
× Graphic Design 
× Film 
× Photography 
× Animation 
× Media  
× 2D Art 
× Product Design and Sound Production 

 
You will produce work for seven units, all of which have 60 guided learning hours: 
 
× Scene 
× Performance 
× Artefact 
× Record 
× Campaign 
× Festival 
× Project Report 
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General Learning 
¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǳƴƛǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨtǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ ŀƴŘ pass level 2 functional skills in 
English, Maths and Science in order to pass the Diploma. 
 
Additional Learning 
You can broaden your experience by choosing qualifications from areas outside the creative 
industries, or specialise even further in the creative and media sector. 
 
Both at Mortimer and South Tyneside College we have cutting edge facilities to support our students 
with a variety of industry standard hardware and software at our disposal.  We also have very 
qualified staff to deliver each of the units including experts from industry. 
 
Your will take a two week work experience in a creative or media based placement where you will 
have the chance to put into practice what you have learned. 
 
You must be targeted a C Grade in English and Maths to apply for the Level 2 Diploma. 
 
 
 
For more details please speak to Mr J Boyle, Leader of Learning for Creative Design, or visit 
www.direct.gov.uk/diplomas  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/diplomas
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BTEC Level 2 First Certificate  
Exam Board:  Edexcel 
Coursework:  100% 
Grades:  Pass (C), Merit (B), Distinction (A) 
No of Units:  2 (need 15 credits) 
No of GCSEs:  I  
No of years:  1-2 
 
Communicating in the IT Industry (mandatory unit ς 5 credits) 
 
Students will examine the exciting and various ways businesses use communication. They will 
examine E-mail in depth along with video conferencing and using a variety of software. They will 
create a blog and be required to deliver a presentation on IT and Communication in the form of a 
video and examine how ICT has changed society over the last 50 years and examine data security. 
 
Optional Unit (10 credits) options include website design, telecommunications, computer graphics, 
database systems and software design. 
 
 
 
Further information may be obtained from Mr A Van-Ouzman, Leader of Learning. 
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BTEC Level 2 First Extended Certificate for ICT 
 
Exam Board:  Edexcel 
Coursework:  100% 
Grades:  Pass (C), Merit (B), Distinction (A) 
No of GCSEs:  2 
No of Units:  3 (30 credits) 
No of years:  2 
 
Must have completed the level 2 certificate for ICT first  
 
Working in the IT Industry (mandatory for the extended certificate ς 5 credits). Students will examine 
how ICT is used in industry. 
 
 
Optional Units: Spreadsheet Modelling, Multimedia Design, Interactive Media Production, Animation 
Techniques and Presenting Information using ICT. 
 
Other Option 
 
For pupils who have completed the BTEC Certificate in ICT there is the option to take the EDCL in ICT 
worth 1 GCSE. This is a professional qualification and is especially beneficial for those who find doing 
lots of coursework difficult. The course consists of 4 practical exams on the computer (no 
coursework). 
 

¶ Spreadsheets 

¶ Word processing 

¶ Presentation software (PowerPoint) 

¶ A combination of the above software 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information may be obtained from Mr A Van-Ouzman, Leader of Learning.
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                               COMPULSORY SUBJECT 
 
 
 
 

 
Edexcel Linear Course 
 

The course aims to develop mathematical knowledge and skills 
necessary for employment or further study.  Students will learn to use 
and apply mathematics.  They will work with number and algebra 
solving equations, constructing formulae and plotting graphs.  In 
studying shape and space they will examine area, volume, angles and symmetry of geometric shapes.  
They will conduct surveys and use statistics to analyse their results and learn to measure chance 
using probability.  It is our aim to enter all students at one of the Tiers and we usually manage to 
achieve this. 
 
Depending on your ability you will be entered for examination at either the: 
 
 

Higher A* ς D 
Foundation  C   ς G 

 
 

We also offer coaching for the Functional Skills Maths for those students who we feel will benefit 
from this qualification, for example the Diploma Students.  Also for our Gifted & Talented students 
ǿŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ h/w !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ aŀǘƘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ Ψ!Ω [ŜǾŜƭ aŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎΦ 
 
We follow a graduation prƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ άǿƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘȅέ ŀǘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ [ŜǾŜƭ ǘƻ 
achieve a Grade C, this is sometimes as early as Year 9.  When a C Grade has been achieved the 
students then follow the Higher course to achieve an A*, A or B Grade.  This then allows the study of 
OCR additional Maths. 
 
Students entering Year 9 in Set 1 will begin their GCSE course with a view to sitting their exam at the 
end of the year to allow for graduation onto higher courses if successful.  The students in all other 
groups will complete their Key Stage 3 course reinforcing Mathematical concepts before beginning 
their GCSE courses in Year 10. 
 
Further information may be obtained from Mr S Phillips, Leader of Learning. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


